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Safe-Schools Legislation
(As of 7/24/08)
LGB and/or T Inclusive
Active Bills:
Michigan – H.B. 4091 

Description: This bill requires that local boards of education establish a policy prohibiting harassment and intimidation and includes harassment or intimidation on the basis of sexual orientation and gender identity.  It is recommended that the policy be adopted through a process that includes representation of parents or guardians, school employees, volunteers, pupils, school administrators, and community representatives.  

Status:

01/23/2007
INTRODUCED.

01/23/2007
To HOUSE Committee on EDUCATION.

03/20/2007
From HOUSE Committee on EDUCATION: Reported with recommendation with substitute. (H-1)

03/20/2007
In HOUSE. To second reading.

03/28/2007
In HOUSE. Read second time and committee substitute adopted. (H-1)

03/28/2007
In HOUSE. Read second time and amended. To third reading.

03/28/2007
In HOUSE. Read third time. Passed HOUSE. *****To SENATE. (66-43)

04/17/2007
To SENATE Committee on EDUCATION.

Session Ends: December 31, 2008

Michigan – H.B. 4162

Description: This bill requires school policy prohibiting harassment and bullying at school.  This bill includes harassment and bullying in person or using a telecommunications device and on the basis of sexual orientation.  This bill does not include gender identity or expression.

Status:

01/30/2007
INTRODUCED.

01/30/2007
To HOUSE Committee on EDUCATION.

03/20/2007
From HOUSE Committee on EDUCATION: Reported with recommendation with substitute. (H-2)

03/20/2007
In HOUSE. To second reading.

03/28/2007
In HOUSE. Read second time and substituted. (H-10) To third reading.

03/28/2007
In HOUSE. Read third time. Passed HOUSE. *****To SENATE. (59-50)

04/17/2007
To SENATE Committee on EDUCATION.

Session ends: December 31, 2008

New York – A.B. 3496 / S.B. 1571

Description: This bill enacts the "Dignity For All Students Act" and authorizes the commissioner of education to establish policies and procedures affording all students in public schools an environment free of harassment and discrimination including acts based on actual or perceived sexual orientation, gender, or sex.  This bill also requires reporting harassment and discrimination to such commission.

Status (A.B. 3496):

01/26/2007
INTRODUCED.

01/26/2007
To ASSEMBLY Committee on EDUCATION.

02/28/2007
From ASSEMBLY Committee on EDUCATION.

02/28/2007
To ASSEMBLY Committee on CODES.

03/06/2007
From ASSEMBLY Committee on CODES.

04/16/2007
Passed ASSEMBLY. *****To SENATE. 

04/16/2007
To SENATE Committee on EDUCATION.

01/09/2008
Recalled from SENATE. *****Returned to ASSEMBLY.

02/27/2008
Passed ASSEMBLY. *****To SENATE. (130-9)

03/27/2008
To SENATE Committee on CONSUMER PROTECTION.

Session ends: January 7, 2009

Status (S.B. 1571):

01/23/2007
INTRODUCED.

01/23/2007
To SENATE Committee on EDUCATION.

Session ends: January 7, 2009

New York – S.B. 3124  / A.B. 4587

This bill prohibits bullying on school property and includes intimidation with epithets or slurs involving factors such as an individual’s sexual orientation.  This bill does not include gender expression or identity.  This bill establishes punishment for people who are found guilty of bullying on school property; establishes the class B misdemeanor of aggravated harassment of teachers and school personnel.  This bill may also be referred to as: "Schools as Safe Harbors Act".

Status (S.B. 3124):

02/26/2007
INTRODUCED.

02/26/2007
To SENATE Committee on EDUCATION.

Session ends: January 7, 2009

Status (A.B. 4587):

02/05/2007
INTRODUCED.

02/05/2007
To ASSEMBLY Committee on EDUCATION.

Session ends: January 7, 2009

North Carolina – H.B. 1366

This bill enacts the School Violence Prevention Act, which requires local school administrative units to adopt a policy prohibiting bullying or harassing behavior which shall contain a definition of bullying or harassing, a description of the type of behavior expected from students and school employees, consequences and remedies for a person who commits an act of bullying or harassment, a procedure for reporting and investigating such acts, and a prohibition of reprisal or retaliation against any person who reports an act.  This bill includes acts motivated by sexual orientation and gender identity or expression.

Status:

04/05/2007
FILED.

04/09/2007
INTRODUCED.

04/09/2007
To HOUSE Committee on EDUCATION.

05/17/2007
From HOUSE Committee on EDUCATION: Reported favorably with substitute.

05/17/2007
In HOUSE. EDUCATION committee substitute adopted on HOUSE floor.

05/17/2007
Re-referred to HOUSE Committee on JUDICIARY II.

05/21/2007
Withdrawn from HOUSE Committee on JUDICIARY II.

05/21/2007
Re-referred to HOUSE Committee on JUDICIARY I.

05/22/2007
From HOUSE Committee on JUDICIARY I: Reported favorably with substitute.

05/22/2007
In HOUSE. JUDICIARY I committee substitute adopted on HOUSE floor.

05/23/2007
In HOUSE. Amendment number 1 failed on HOUSE floor.

05/23/2007
In HOUSE. Read second time. To third reading.

05/24/2007
In HOUSE. Read third time. Passed HOUSE.*****To SENATE. 

05/29/2007
To SENATE Committee on JUDICIARY II.

07/31/2007
From SENATE Committee on JUDICIARY II: Reported favorably with substitute.

07/31/2007
In SENATE. JUDICIARY II committee substitute adopted on SENATE floor.

08/01/2007
In SENATE. Read second time. To third reading.

08/02/2007
In SENATE. Read third time. Passed SENATE. *****To HOUSE for concurrence. (40-8)

08/02/2007
In HOUSE. Received to concur in SENATE
committee substitute.

08/02/2007
To HOUSE Committee on JUDICIARY I for concurrence.

09/25/2007
2007 General Assembly - First Session

07/01/2008
From HOUSE Committee on JUDICIARY I Reported unfavorably for concurrence.

07/02/2008
In HOUSE. HOUSE failed to concur in SENATE



committee substitute. (60-56-4)

07/02/2008
*****To CONFERENCE Committee.

07/14/2008
In SENATE. CONFERENCE Committee Report referred to SENATE floor.

07/14/2008
In HOUSE. CONFERENCE Committee Report



referred to HOUSE floor.

Session ends: August 25, 2008

Dead Bills (as of June 26, 2008):
Hawaii – H.B. 700 

Description: This bill revises the list of prohibited bases of discrimination in educational institutions to include “actual and perceived gender identification and sexual orientation”.

Status: 

01/19/2007
INTRODUCED.

01/22/2007
To HOUSE Committee on EDUCATION.

Session ended: May 5, 2008

Louisiana – H.B. 674 

Description: This bill broadens the definition of what constitutes harassment, intimidation, and bullying to include acts motivated by characteristics such as sexual orientation.  This bill does not include “gender identity or expression”. 

Status:

03/20/2008
PREFILED.

03/25/2008
To HOUSE Committee on EDUCATION.

03/31/2008
INTRODUCED.

03/31/2008
To HOUSE Committee on EDUCATION.

04/23/2008
From HOUSE Committee on EDUCATION: Reported with amendment.

04/24/2008
Committee amendment adopted on HOUSE floor.

04/24/2008
Ordered Engrossed.

04/29/2008
Amended on HOUSE floor.

04/29/2008
Failed to pass HOUSE. (28-63)

Session ended: June 23, 2008
Maryland – H.B. 206 

Description: This bill requires by September 1, 2009, each county board of education and the Board of School Commissioners of Baltimore City to adopt a policy declaring bullying in schools, on school property, and at school functions or school- sponsored activities regardless of location as against State and school policy.  This bill includes bullying motivated by an actual or perceived character or trait including sexual orientation and gender identity.

Status:

01/23/2008
INTRODUCED.

01/23/2008
To HOUSE Committee on WAYS AND MEANS.

Session ended: April 7, 2008

Maryland – H.B. 546 

Description: This bill requires local boards of education to establish a process to adopt the policy prohibiting harassment or intimidation including acts motivated an actual or perceived character or trait including sexual orientation and gender identity; and this bill requires public notice of the policy, establishes a School Bullying Ombudsman in the State Department of Education, and establishes the Prevention of Harassment and Intimidation in Public Schools Advisory Council. 
Status:

01/31/2008
INTRODUCED.

01/31/2008
To HOUSE Committee on WAYS AND MEANS.
Session ended: April 7, 2008

Maryland – H.B. 732 

Description: This bill requires that each county board of education to establish a certain policy prohibiting bullying, harassment, or intimidation at school.  It also requires a county board to submit a policy to the State Superintendent of Schools on or before a specified date and publish a copy of the policy in the student handbook.  This bill includes bullying harassment, or intimidation motivated by an actual or perceived character or trait including sexual orientation.  This bill does not include gender identity or expression.
Status: 

02/04/2008
INTRODUCED.

02/04/2008
To HOUSE Committee on WAYS AND MEANS.
Session ended:
 April 7, 2008

Missouri – H.B. 1751 

Description: This bill modifies the law relating to school anti-bullying policies to include acts reasonably perceived to be motivated by an actual or perceived character or trait including sexual orientation.  This bill does not include gender identity or expression. 

Status:

01/22/2008
INTRODUCED.

04/03/2008
To HOUSE Committee on ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION.

Session ended: May 16, 2008

New Jersey – A.B. 4591 

Description: This bill revises laws concerning hate crimes and bullying to specifically provide that "gender identity or expression" is within the protected classes set forth in the statute. Current law includes sexual orientation as a protected class. 
Status:

11/08/2007
FILED.

11/19/2007
INTRODUCED.

11/19/2007
To ASSEMBLY Committee on JUDICIARY.

01/03/2008
From ASSEMBLY Committee on JUDICIARY as amended.

01/07/2008
Substituted by S 2975 (signed by Governor January 13, 2008)
Passed Bills (as of June 26, 2008):
Maryland – H.B. 199 

Description: This bill requires the State Board of Education to develop a certain model policy prohibiting bullying, harassment, and intimidation in schools; and requires that the model policy include cyber-bullying in schools and includes acts motivated by an actual or perceived character or trait including sexual orientation and gender identity.  

Status: 

01/22/2008
INTRODUCED.

01/22/2008
To HOUSE Committee on WAYS AND MEANS.

03/22/2008
From HOUSE Committee on WAYS AND MEANS: Reported as amended.

03/22/2008
Committee amendment adopted on HOUSE floor.

03/24/2008
Passed HOUSE. *****To SENATE. (135-0)

03/24/2008
To SENATE Committee on EDUCATION, HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS.

04/04/2008
From SENATE Committee on EDUCATION, HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS: Reported as amended.

04/04/2008
Committee amendment adopted on SENATE floor.

04/05/2008
Passed SENATE. *****To HOUSE for concurrence.  (37-10)

04/07/2008
HOUSE concurred in SENATE amendments. 

04/07/2008
Eligible for GOVERNOR'S desk.

05/13/2008
Signed by GOVERNOR.
New Jersey – S.B. 2975 

Description: This bill revises laws concerning hate crimes and bullying and protects victims of crimes motivated by their sexual orientation and gender identity or expression; relates to civil actions for bias crime victims; adds bias crimes to the list with which a victim may receive compensation; requires police training in bias intimidation crimes; provides for additional penalties for the crime of bias intimidation; establishes the Commission on Bullying in Schools to study and make recommendations regarding the implementation and effectiveness of school bullying laws and regulations and student legal remedies. 

Status:

11/29/2007
FILED.

12/03/2007
INTRODUCED.

12/03/2007
To SENATE Committee on JUDICIARY.

12/17/2007
From SENATE Committee on JUDICIARY as amended.

01/03/2008
Passed SENATE. *****To ASSEMBLY.

01/07/2008
Substituted for A 4591.

01/07/2008
Passed ASSEMBLY. (63-12-5)

01/07/2008
*****To GOVERNOR.

01/13/2008
Signed by GOVERNOR.
Non-Inclusive

Active Bills: 

California – A.B. 86

Description: This law amends the Interagency School Safety Demonstration Act of 1985, which states that the intent of the Legislature in enacting its provisions is to encourage school districts, county offices of education, law enforcement agencies, and agencies serving youth to develop and implement interagency strategies, in-service training programs, and activities that will, among other things, reduce school crime and violence, including bullying.  This bill would specify that bullying, as used in these provisions, includes acts that are committed personally or by means of an electronic communication device or system act, as defined.  This bill would give school officials grounds to suspend a pupil or recommend a pupil for expulsion for bullying, including, but not limited to, bullying by electronic act, regardless of whether the bullying originated on school property or with school electronic equipment.  This bill has no enumerated classes.

Status: 

12/13/2006
INTRODUCED.

02/01/2007
To ASSEMBLY Committees on HEALTH and EDUCATION

02/16/2007
Withdrawn from ASSEMBLY Committee on HEALTH.

02/16/2007
Re-referred to ASSEMBLY Committees on EDUCATION and HEALTH.

02/22/2007
From ASSEMBLY Committee on EDUCATION with author's amendments.

02/22/2007
In ASSEMBLY. Read second time and amended. Re-referred to Committee on EDUCATION.

01/07/2008
From ASSEMBLY Committee on EDUCATION with author's amendments.

01/07/2008
In ASSEMBLY. Read second time and amended. Re-referred to Committee on EDUCATION.

01/16/2008
From ASSEMBLY Committee on EDUCATION: Do pass.

01/18/2008
In ASSEMBLY. Read second time. To third reading.

01/22/2008
In ASSEMBLY. Read third time. Passed ASSEMBLY. *****To SENATE. (60-10)

01/31/2008
To SENATE Committee on EDUCATION.

06/10/2008
From SENATE Committee on EDUCATION with author's amendments.

06/10/2008
In SENATE. Read second time and amended. Re-referred to Committee on EDUCATION.

Session ends: 
August 31, 2008

Passed Bills: 

Kentucky – H.B. 91

This bill relates to felony assaults on public school students; requires school districts to have procedures for reporting and assisting students engaging in disruptive and disorderly behavior, including assault, harassment, intimidation, or bullying of another student; provides for privacy rights of all personally identifiable information collected; provides that such data shall be placed in a student's disciplinary record; requires a strategy for protecting from retaliation. This bill requires the schools to establish and maintain a statewide data collection system by which school districts shall report by sex, race, and grade level.

Status:

01/08/2008
INTRODUCED.

01/10/2008
To HOUSE Committee on EDUCATION.

01/14/2008
Posted in committee.

01/14/2008
Posting waived.

01/15/2008
From HOUSE Committee on EDUCATION: Reported favorably.

01/16/2008
Read second time. To Committee on RULES.

01/16/2008
Floor amendment filed. Amendment No. 1.

01/17/2008
Posted for passage in Regular Orders of the Day.

01/28/2008
Floor amendment filed. Amendment No. 2, 3.

01/29/2008
Floor Amendment adopted on HOUSE Floor. Amendment No. 2, 3.

01/29/2008
Passed HOUSE. *****To SENATE.

02/01/2008
To SENATE Committee on JUDICIARY.

03/05/2008
Taken from committee.

03/05/2008
Read first time.

03/05/2008
Returned to Committee.

03/06/2008
Taken from committee.

03/06/2008
Read second time.

03/06/2008
Returned to Committee.

03/13/2008
From SENATE Committee on JUDICIARY: Reported favorably with substitute.

03/13/2008
Posted for passage in Regular Orders of the Day.

03/13/2008
Committee substitute adopted on SENATE floor.

03/13/2008
Passed SENATE. *****To HOUSE for concurrence.

03/14/2008
To HOUSE Committee on RULES.

03/19/2008
Posted for passage for Concurrence.

03/21/2008
HOUSE refused to concur in SENATE substitute.

03/27/2008
Posted for passage for Receding from Senate Substitute.

03/27/2008
SENATE refuses to recede from substitute.

03/27/2008
*****To CONFERENCE Committee.

04/02/2008
CONFERENCE Committee report filed.

04/02/2008
CONFERENCE Committee report adopted by SENATE.

04/02/2008
CONFERENCE Committee report adopted by HOUSE.

04/02/2008
*****To Free CONFERENCE Committee.

04/02/2008
Free CONFERENCE Committee report filed.

04/02/2008
Free CONFERENCE Committee report adopted by SENATE.

04/02/2008
Free CONFERENCE Committee report adopted by HOUSE.

04/14/2008
Enrolled.

04/15/2008
*****To GOVERNOR.

04/15/2008
Signed by GOVERNOR.

Dead Bills:
Kentucky – H.B. 64

Description: This bill requires school districts to have plans, policies, procedures dealing with measures for assisting students who are engaging in disruptive disorderly behavior, such as harassment, intimidation, or bullying of another student and provides training on the district's acceptable code of behavior to school employees who have direct contact with students if funds exist for this purpose.  This bill offers parents and legal guardians the opportunity to opt out their students from such harassment programs. This bill requires the schools to establish and maintain a statewide data collection system by which school districts shall report by sex, race, and grade level.

Status:

01/02/2007
INTRODUCED.

01/03/2007
To HOUSE Committee on EDUCATION.

02/06/2007
From HOUSE Committee on EDUCATION: Reported favorably.

02/07/2007
Read second time. To Committee on RULES.

02/07/2007
Floor amendment filed. Amendment No.1,2

02/13/2007
Withdrawn from HOUSE Committee on RULES.

02/15/2007
Floor amendment filed. Amendment No.3

02/15/2007
Floor Amendment withdrawn. Amendment No.1,2

02/20/2007
Floor amendment filed. Amendment No.4,5,6

02/26/2007
Floor amendment filed. Amendment No.7

03/02/2007
Floor Amendment rejected. Amendment No. 4.

03/02/2007
Floor Amendment adopted on HOUSE Floor. Amendment No. 3.

03/02/2007
Passed HOUSE. *****To SENATE.

03/06/2007
To SENATE Committee on JUDICIARY.

03/08/2007
Read second time. Returned to Committee.

Session ended: April 1, 2008

New York – A.B. 2795

Description: This bill increases severity of hazing in the second degree from a violation to an E felony where injury or death occurs, and of hazing in the first degree from a class A misdemeanor to a D felony where injury or death is caused by deadly weapon or dangerous instrument; creates new class A misdemeanor of hazing in the third degree which mirrors former hazing in the second degree; establishes the class B misdemeanor of failure to report hazing; prohibits bullying.  This bill does not include acts involving sexual orientation, gender identity or expression

Status:

01/19/2007
INTRODUCED.

01/19/2007
To ASSEMBLY Committee on CODES.

01/14/2008
Amended in ASSEMBLY Committee on CODES.

Session ended: April 1, 2008

Miscellaneous LGBT-related Bills

Dead Bills:
California – A.B. 589

Description: This bill establishes the Statewide Task Force on Teen Dating Violence and Sexual Violence to develop a culturally competent model policy and protocol for school response to teen dating and sexual violence. Includes a number of other revising, clarifying, and conforming statutory changes to assist school districts in identifying, preventing, and responding to teen dating violence and sexual violence. This bill requires districts to have personnel trained on teen dating and violence and sexual violence.  This bill also recognizes that teen dating and violence crosses sexual orientation lines. 

Status: 

02/21/2007
INTRODUCED.

03/15/2007
To ASSEMBLY Committee on EDUCATION.

04/11/2007      From ASSEMBLY Committee on EDUCATION: Do pass as amended to Committee on APPROPRIATIONS.

04/23/2007
In ASSEMBLY. Read second time and amended. Re-referred to Committee on APPROPRIATIONS.

05/09/2007
In ASSEMBLY Committee on APPROPRIATIONS: To Suspense File.

05/31/2007
In ASSEMBLY Committee on APPROPRIATIONS: Heard, remains in Committee.

02/01/2008
From Committee: Filed with the Chief Clerk pursuant to JR 56. Died pursuant to Art. IV, Sec. 10(c) of the Constitution.

Session Ends: August 31, 2008 

Iowa – H.B. 602

Description: This bill relates to anti-harassment and anti-bullying in the public arena, meaning to any person in public, against state policy and board rules and providing a penalty.  This bill includes acts motivated by "Trait or characteristic of the member, governor, or candidate" including sexual orientation and gender identity.

Status: 

02/28/2007
INTRODUCED.

02/28/2007
To HOUSE Committee on STATE GOVERNMENT.

03/06/2007
In HOUSE Committee on STATE GOVERNMENT:

Session ended: April 22, 2008
*  *  *
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